
 

A guide for parents: 
Using StoriumEDU at home to keep your kids 
learning, writing, and socializing during school 
closures 

 
 

 

What is StoriumEDU? 

How to get StoriumEDU 

Creating a classroom 

Inviting your kids and their 
friends 

Creating games 

Approving games 

Facilitating play 

Tips for smooth gameplay 
 
 

What is StoriumEDU? 
 
Do you have kids in late elementary, middle or high school who are stuck at home due to the 
COVID-19 school closures? Are you looking for something more productive for them to do than 
playing on their XBox? 
 
StoriumEDU is an online learning game that gets kids motivated and excited about 
writing. It does this by turning creative writing into a group activity where kids play together 
cooperatively, and in doing so create their own original short stories. StoriumEDU makes 
writing fun and rewarding for even the most reluctant writers! 
 
Originally designed for the classroom, StoriumEDU is rapidly becoming popular with parents 
for use at home. Particularly during this time of school closures, StoriumEDU offers parents a 
way to keep their children creatively and mentally engaged outside of the classroom. And 
because it’s a multiplayer game, your kids can play with their siblings and/or friends, 
maintaining crucial social connections at a time when they need it the most. 
 
This guide is for parents like you. It walks you through everything you need to know to get your 
kids and their friends playing StoriumEDU as quickly as possible. You don’t have to be a 

https://storiumedu.com/


teacher or an experienced homeschooler to get the most out of StoriumEDU. We’ll show you 
how it’s done! 
 
 

 
StoriumEDU is now FREE 
 
In light of the ongoing global pandemic, we’re doing our 
part to help parents and students cope with this difficult 
situation. Therefore, StoriumEDU is now free through 
the end of June 2020. 
 

 

How to get StoriumEDU 
 
StoriumEDU is a web application. That means there’s nothing to install, and it works on every 
device in your home: desktops, laptops, tablets, and smartphones. All you need is a web 
browser. 
 
To sign-up, go to storiumedu.com and click the “GET STARTED” button. 
 

 
 
 
Next, fill-out and submit the simple signup form. This will create your free “teacher account.” 
It’s that simple! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://storiumedu.com/


 
A note about terminology 
 
Because it was originally designed for schools, you’ll see 
language on StoriumEDU like “teacher,” “classroom,” and 
“student.” Here’s what these words mean for you: 
 

● Teacher: This is you, the parent who is facilitating 
the game. 

● Classroom: This is the group of kids who you are 
allowing to play together. That might be just your 
own children, or it might also include some of their 
friends. 

● Student: This refers to any child playing the game 
in your group. 

 

 
 

Creating a classroom 
 
 
1. Now that you are logged into StoriumEDU with your teacher 
account, click “Classrooms” in the upper-left corner of your 
homepage.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Next, click the “Create a 
classroom” button. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
3. Now, give your new 
classroom a descriptive name. 
It can be anything you like, but 
since your kids are playing at 
home we recommend 
something that doesn’t sound 
too much like “school.” 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

4. After clicking “Done” you’ll 
see your newly-created 
classroom! 
 
Note the “Classroom code” in 
green. This is the code that 
your kids (and their friends, if 
you like) will need to enter in 
order to join. Make a note of it! 
 
 

Inviting your kids and their friends 
 
To join your StoriumEDU classroom, you need to have your kids follow a few simple steps. If 
you will be inviting any of their friends to play along, too, then you’ll need to have them follow 
the same steps. You can do this by contacting their parents or by having your kids share the 
necessary information with their friends directly via email, text, or messaging app. 
 
 
1. Instruct your kids and/or their friends to visit storiumedu.com and click the “ENTER CLASS 
CODE” button. 
 

https://storiumedu.com/


 
 
 
 
 
2. They should then enter the 
classroom code you shared with 
them. 
 
Kids must also choose a unique 
user name by which they will be 
identified. In most cases, simply 
their first name will do. 
 
Once they click “Join” their account 
will be created! 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
A note about privacy and safety 
 
StoriumEDU is designed with your childrens’ privacy and 
safety in mind. Only kids who are part of your “classroom” 
can interact and see each others’ writing. No one on the 
public Internet can see anything. We do not collect or 
share any personal information about your kids, and we do 
not ask for their email address. 

 

 
 



Creating games 
 
StoriumEDU is played in groups of 3-4 kids. If you have more than 4 kids in your “classroom” 
then you’ll need to divide them up into play groups. It’s up to you how to do this. You might ask 
them to self-organize, or you might group them by age. 
  
Once this is done, ask each group to pick one child as the organizer. This child is responsible 
for creating a new game and inviting the others in their group to join it. 
 
All of these steps are easy to do, and are explained in our short tutorial videos. They only 
take a few minutes each to watch! 
 
 
 

 
About “storyworlds” 
 
A storyworld is a playset that makes it easy for kids to 
write stories in a given style or fictional setting. The default 
storyworld for StoriumEDU is “Young Adult Dystopia,” 
which is inspired by The Hunger Games, The Giver, and 
other popular young adult fiction. This storyworld is 
appropriate and interesting for most age groups, and it’s 
the default choice your kids will have when creating their 
own games. 
 
StoriumEDU also offers a library of other storyworlds to 
choose from, which you can see by clicking “Browse the 
library” on your homepage. You can also create your own 
storyworlds, or collaborate with your kids to help them 
create original settings from their own imaginations! 

 

 
 

Approving games 
 
Once the “organizer” in each group invites their siblings and/or friends and everyone creates 
their own character in the game, the organizer must submit their game for your approval. This 
ensures that your kids can’t play games with anyone you haven’t approved of. 
 

https://storiumedu.com/help


On your homepage you’ll find a section titled “Pending games.” This section is automatically 
updated in real time to show the status of your kids’ games. Once a game is fully set up you’ll 
see an “Approve” link next to it.  
 
Once each game has been approved, your kids can start playing! 
 

Facilitating play 
 
As the “teacher” you can be as involved in play (or not) as you like. There are three different 
ways you can approach this: 
 

● Simple setup: If you want, you can focus simply on getting the game set up and ready 
for your kids and their friends to play. Once you’ve approved their games, there’s nothing 
else you have to do. 

● Moderator: If you want to take a more active role in the game, you can keep an eye on 
your kids as they play, and intervene as appropriate. You can do things like asking for 
writing revisions (say, if there are spelling or content matter issues), skipping absent 
players, ensuring your kids and their friends behave appropriately, and so on. 

● Player: Maybe you want to take it even further and play the game for yourself! You can 
join your kids’ games as a direct player, if you want. This can be especially helpful for 
younger kids who are earlier in their development as writers. 

 

Tips for smooth gameplay 
 
StoriumEDU is played turn by turn, so only one child gets to play at a time. This ensures that 
each player gets to write what they want, but it also means that you need to make sure the other 
kids are paying attention when their own turn comes around! Here are some tips to make this 
transition smooth: 
 

● Tell your kids and their friends that when they are done making their move, it’s part of 
their job to inform the next player that it’s now their turn. They can do this by contacting 
the next player via email, text, or messaging app — however they normally communicate 
with each other. 

● StoriumEDU does not include a “chat” feature, but there are many free tools that your 
kids can use to communicate and collaborate about the game. They may even be 
already using these tools for other purposes. Great examples include Google Chat and 
Facebook Messenger Kids. Other apps like Discord, WhatsApp, and Kik are also 
popular, but make sure to read their privacy policies before you have your kids sign up; 
some of these tools are meant for kids 13 and up. 

https://chat.google.com/
https://messengerkids.com/
https://discordapp.com/
https://whatsapp.com/
https://kik.com/

